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BIG NEWS

Here are some big news stories. Read the stories, from pages 4 and 6 of the newspaper, and then try the 
puzzle. To help you, we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the stories – but you  
will need to match the correct word with each clue!
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PLEASE stay at home!
That is the message from those 

tackling coronavirus, with fears that 
the Easter sunshine is tempti ng 
people outdoors.

NHS England medical director 
Stephen Powis said: “The sun might 
be out, that does not mean you 
should be out.”

Most people seem to be sti cking 
to the rules. But photos from parks 
and beaches across the country have 
shown people not only out for their 
daily exercise, but sitti  ng down having 
picnics – which is not allowed.

The Government says people 
should not be leaving the house 

unless their work means they have 
to do so, or they have to shop for 
essenti al supplies, to exercise once 
a day or for health reasons.

“These are instructi ons”
Health Secretary Matt  Hancock, 

who has recovered from COVID-19 
himself, said: “This is not advice, 
these are instructi ons.”

Brockwell Park in London closed on 
Sunday because so many visitors had 
ignored social distancing
the day before and 
were sunbathing or 
in large groups.

Meanwhile, in Sussex,
police tweeted: “Thank you to 

everyone that stayed away from 
beauty spots and beaches today. 
We know it isn’t easy. We are 
disappointed that two people will 
be summonsed to att end court aft er 
breaching the Coronavirus Act 2020 
by having a BBQ on Hove beach.”

Government minister Michael Gove 
said there were signs that some young 
people were failing to follow the rules, 
perhaps because they are less likely to 
be seriously ill from the virus.

He said: “Whatever the temptati ons 
this weekend, please don’t go outside 
to visit the lakes, the beaches, the 
countryside… take pride instead 
in keeping your own families and 

communiti es safe.”
Scotland’s chief medical

offi  cer, Catherine Calderwood, found 
herself in trouble this week aft er 
travelling with her family from their 
town house to their seaside holiday 
home. This was against her own 
advice. She was given a warning by 
the police, then resigned from her 
job on Sunday night.

Everyone needs to do what they can 
not only to protect themselves, but 
also to protect the elderly and sick, 
who can get very ill and die during this 
coronavirus outbreak. And, of course, 
to protect the NHS workers who
are caring for us all. 
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ACROSS
1) Confessed (verb 8)
3) Obstructions (things stuck) that make movement 
or flow difficult or impossible (plural noun 9)
6) Given by God; holy; religious (adjective 6)
7) Underground pipes or drains used to carry 
away water and waste (plural noun 6)
8) This river flows east from Oxfordshire,  
through London and out into the North  
Sea (proper noun 6)

DOWN
2) People who use specialist/mechanical  
equipment (plural noun 9)
4) A narrow stretch of water (noun 5)
5) The name of the longest river in the UK  
(proper noun 6)

WATER RESCUE
Meet Olive from Oxford!  
This pup chased a rat into  
a big water pipe and got lost 
in the sewers. 

Two Thames Water engineers, 
James Lewis and Jack Gale, spent 
two hours lifting manhole covers 
along the the pipeline to find her. 
Lewis said that when they pulled 
Olive out, she was “bouncing with 
excitement, her owner had a tear 
in her eye and I had a lump in my 
throat. It was a fantastic feeling”.

POO PROBLEMS
The water company, Severn 
Trent Water, has had more 
than 3,000 blockages in its 
sewers recently. 

The company’s head of blockages 
reminded people that “kitchen  
roll and wipes are not designed  
to break down like loo roll”. He 
also added that “no-one really 
wants to dig out poo, kitchen  
roll and wipes”. RIVER 

RUNS RED
This picture is of the 
Etobicoke Creek in Canada. 

It might look like some biblical 
story where the river runs red. 
The explanation, however, is 
much less divine. The local council 
admitted that 400 litres of red ink 
had spilled into the creek and that 
a clean-up was underway.
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Here are some big news stories. Read the stories, from pages 4 and 6 of the newspaper, and then try the puzzle.  
The answers to the clues are all words in the stories. Answer the clue and then underline the word.
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